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What we know globally

Cultivated land, including arable lands and shifting cultivation, 
covers approximately 24 percent of the world's land area. pp y p
Partly or fully irrigated agriculture claims 70 percent of the 
world's developed fresh water supplies. 
Today, agriculture accounts for over 38 percent of global 
employment.
The UN Population Division estimates that, for the first time, the 
global urban population has outstripped the rural one, putting 
greater pressure on farmers to increase production to feedgreater pressure on farmers to increase production to feed 
urban populations 



What we know about Louisiana

In 2007 and 2008, Louisiana farmers are still recovering from 
the storms of 2005 (Hurricanes Katrina and Rita)
Despite high input costs, prices for most commodities were 
well-above their five-year averages, and production levels for 
most agronomic crops were at or above record levels
Estimates of losses to Louisiana agriculture, forestry andEstimates of losses to Louisiana agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries resulting from Hurricane Gustav and Hurricane Ike 
now place the totals as high as $950-plus million and climbing.
The totals include up to $763 million in lost revenue to 
Louisiana farmers ranchers foresters and fishers as well asLouisiana farmers, ranchers, foresters and fishers, as well as 
another $175 million to $200 million in damage to the 
industries’ infrastructure – farm equipment, barns, processing 
facilities, etc. 



2007 USDA CENSUS

GROSS VALUE INCREASED 31% TO $2.1B 
SINCE 2002SINCE 2002
AVERAGE AGE OF LA FARMER 
INCREASED 2 2 YRS TO 57 2 YRSINCREASED 2.2 YRS TO 57.2 YRS
2/3 OF ALL LA FARMS HAVE INCOME 
LESS THAN $10kLESS THAN $10k
INCREASE IN FEMALE AND MINORITY 
FARMERSFARMERS



Estimated Revenue Losses from Hurricanes Gustav and 
Ike for Louisiana Fisheries and Aquaculture Producers

Source: LSU AgCenter Dec. 8, 2008



Preliminary Estimates of Loss Revenue to 
Selected Agricultural Commodities Due to 

Hurricanes Gustav and Ike

Source: LSU AgCenter, Dec. 8, 
2008



Largest agricultural disaster in 
L i i hi tLouisiana history
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USDA E C tiUSDA Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP)

Producers will be able to use the money to remove farmland debris, restore fences and 
repair conservation structures which were damaged by floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
storms, wildfires, and to carry out emergency water conservation measures after severe 
d htdrought. 
Louisiana to receive approximately $16,000,000
For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that: 
if untreated, will impair or endanger the land;
materially affect the land's productive capacity;y p p y;
represent unusual damage that, except for wind erosion, is not likely to recur frequently in 
the same area; 
would be so costly to repair that federal assistance is or will be required to return the land 
to productive agricultural use.
All of the above conditions must be met for eligibility. Conservation problems that existed g y p
before the disaster are not eligible for cost-share assistance. USDA's Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) county committees determine land eligibility based on on-site inspections of damage, 
taking into account the type and extent of damage. 



Action Steps

Met with USDA Secretary in Washington DC 
t h l f ilit t di t id fto help facilitate disaster recovery aid for 
agriculture
T tifi d b f S t A C ittTestified before Senate Ag Committee
Secured 54M in CDBG funds
850M A d ll i Sti l Bill850M Ag dollars in Stimulus Bill
NASDA  COALITION OF AG 
COMMISSIONERSCOMMISSIONERS



T h L di St d d fTougher Lending Standards for 
Agriculture

Look for higher interest rates and tougher lending 
standards 
Agriculture is to the oil sector 
Agriculture gets 24% of its credit from the Farm 
Credit SystemCredit System
45% from commercial banks
and 22% from other sources, such as equipment 
manufacturers and other input suppliersmanufacturers and other input suppliers 



Renewable Energy Opportunities

Coalition of Louisiana Agriculture working toward renewable energy
– La Dept of Ag and Forestry

American Sugar Cane League– American Sugar Cane League
– Louisiana Farm Bureau
– Louisiana Forestry Association
– Louisiana Cotton Association
– Louisiana Rice Growers
– LSU Ag Center
– Soybean, Grains and Corn Assoc. Members

Biofuel production from Louisiana grown crops and animal agriculture
– Possibilities include:

Cellulosic Ethanol from Louisiana SugarcaneCellulosic Ethanol from Louisiana Sugarcane
Sales of electricity co-generated from agricultural biomass and agricultural 
byproducts

– Forestry Production Facilities
– Sugar Mills

Ri Mill B i H ll– Rice Mills Burning Hulls
– Poultry Litter (not in LA)



Increased Fertilizer Costs

LDAF called on the Louisiana congressional delegation and the 
United States Department of Agriculture to investigate the p g g
disparity between demand and cost of phosphate fertilizer. 
the demand for phosphate between the years 2001-2006 has 
increased 13 percent while current retail costs to agricultural 

d h i 365 tproducers have risen 365 percent. 
Phosphate fertilizers have gone from $4.70 per unit to $17.15 in 
2008
the costs of raw materials used in fertilizer production have allthe costs of raw materials used in fertilizer production have all 
risen, but sulfur prices have shot up dramatically 



Your challenge – create opportunities

How can REVITALIZE  THE AG INDUSTRY?
How can we become more efficient?How can we become more efficient?
How can agriculture become more diversified?
How can we develop and take advantage of value-added 
agriculture products?   ENERGY,  VOLATILE g p ,
HYDROCARBONS?
How can agriculture become more vertically integrated?
How can we develop and take advantage of niche markets?p g
How can we partner with traditional and non-traditional 
organizations?
HOW CAN WE OBTAIN MORE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
DOLLARS ?????????????????????????????????????????


